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THE AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF STUD MERINO BREEDERS

ABN 51 003 352 930

The Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders Limited is on and from the seventh day of August 1987 incorporated as a public company, being a company limited by guarantee.

Extract from amended Memorandum of Association passed by resolution of the Council on 8th September 1990.

OBJECTS

9.
The objects for which the Association is established is solely for the purpose of carrying out the following objects and not otherwise:-

(i)
to promote and encourage the breeding and presentation of higher quality Merino sheep and to improve the standard of the breed;

(ii)
to collect, verify and publish information relating to Merino sheep;

(iii)
to compile, print and publish at intervals solely or in conjunction with any other bodies registers or flock books or other records of Merino sheep within the Commonwealth of Australia;

(iv)
to hold shows or exhibitions or sales of Merino sheep and to offer prizes in respect of competitions between Merino sheep or between Merino sheep and sheep of other breeds or cross-breeds;

(v)
to make arrangements and otherwise deal with selling agents or selling agents’ associations as to the conduct of sales and marketing of stud and other sheep and of wool;

(vi)
to conduct either solely or in conjunction with any other bodies conferences on any matters relative to the sheep breeding industry;

(vii)
to affiliate with other bodies having similar or related objects or to secure the affiliation with this Association of any such other bodies;

(viii)
to organize or join in any federation of similar organizations within the Commonwealth of Australia and elsewhere or do such other things as necessary on behalf of the Association and its members to facilitate and promote worldwide the Australian Merino breed and its genetics as well as associated technical and advisory services.  

(ix)
to prescribe and approve standard or other conditions in relation to the sale or exhibition of sheep or wool;

(x)
to regulate the conduct of members in relation to exhibitions, auctions or other sales, maintenance and conduct of flock registers of sheep and to impose such penalties upon members as may be considered desirable;

(xi)
to establish and maintain offices for the objects of the Association and to purchase, lease or otherwise acquire property;

(xii)
to make rules, regulations and by-laws for the purpose of carrying out or giving effect to any of the objects of the Association;

(xiii)
to print and/or publish or make contributions to any newspapers, periodicals, books or leaflets and to publish whether in print, type, broadcast or otherwise howsoever any information which the Association may consider desirable for the promotion of its objects;

(xiv)
to establish, create or sponsor scholarships or bursaries at such agricultural colleges, universities, or technical colleges or schools as the Association may from time to time think fit;

(xv)
to carry out or to promote the carrying out of research and extension into better methods of animal husbandry, genetics and health;

(xvi)
to undertake and to execute any trust, the undertaking of which may seem desirable either gratuitously or otherwise and to appoint trustees or nominees therefore;

(xvii)
to purchase, take on lease or otherwise acquire real or personal property and to sell, mortgage, lease, sub-lease or otherwise deal in or with any property of the Association;

(xviii)
to borrow or raise and secure the payment of money in such manner as the Association shall think fit and in particular by the issue of debentures or debenture stock or by giving mortgages, charges or securities charged upon or over all or any of the real or personal property of the Association and to purchase, pay-off or redeem any such securities;  and

(xix)
to do all such other lawful acts, deeds and things as are incidental to or conducive with the attainment of the above objects or any of them or any such other acts, deeds or things that might be conducive to the progress and welfare of the Association and its members.

Articles of Association dated 6th June 1987 and lodged with the Corporate Affairs Commission of New South Wales.

DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION

In these Articles, unless the context otherwise requires:-

1.
“Articles” means the articles of association of the Association as from time to time amended.

2.
“Association” means The Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders Limited.


“Code” means Companies (New South Wales) Code.


“Council” means the Council appointed pursuant to the Articles.


“Flock Book” means the Register of Australian Stud Merino Flocks kept by the Association pursuant to these Articles.


“Member” means any subscriber to the Memorandum of Association or any other person elected to membership of the Association pursuant to Article 5.


“Member Association” means any one of:

(a)
The New South Wales Stud Merino Breeders’ Association Limited.

(b)
The Queensland Merino Stud Sheepbreeders’ Association (Inc).

(c)
The South Australian Stud Merino Sheepbreeders’ Association (Inc).

(d)
The Victorian Stud Merino Sheepbreeders’ Association (Inc).

(e)
The Stud Merino Breeders’ Association of WA (Inc).

(f)
The Stud Merino Breeders’ Association of Tasmania.


“Merino” includes Poll Merino.


“Person” includes where the context permits a natural person, a corporation and an incorporated association.


“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Association appointed pursuant to the Articles.


“State Committee” means the State Committee appointed by the Council.


“State Secretary” means the Secretary appointed for a particular Member Association pursuant to the Articles.


The singular shall include the plural and the masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter genders and vice versa.

2.
The regulations contained in Table A of Schedule 3 to the Code shall not apply to the Association.

MEMBERSHIP

3.
The first Members shall be the subscribers to the memorandum of association of the Association.

4.
The number of Members shall not exceed six (6) but the Council may from time to time increase the number of Members.

5.1
A Member may nominate a person for membership of the Association by lodging a written form of nomination with the Secretary.

5.2
The Secretary shall refer the nomination to the Council which shall determine whether to approve or reject the nomination.

5.3
The person nominated shall become a Member upon payment of the prescribed subscription fees.

6.
A Member may at any time, by written notice to the Secretary, resign from membership of the Association.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

7.
Each Member Association shall on behalf of the Member which it represents in respect of each calendar year pay such subscription as may from time to time be determined by the Council.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

8.
Subject to such directions as may from time to time be given by the Council and subject to revocation in whole or part at any time by the Council each State Committee shall:

(a)
collect all membership fees from the Member Association which it represents;

(b)
pay to the Council such fees as may from time to time be determined by such Council to enable it to meet its expenditure.

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

9.
Every Member shall strictly observe and act in conformity with and not otherwise than in accordance with these Articles and all rules and by-laws of the Association.  All rules and by-laws previously made by The Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders are hereby deemed to apply as if made by the Association.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER

10.
(a)
The Council may appoint any natural person to the position of Honorary Life Member of the Association in recognition of that person’s services to the Merino industry.  Subject to any rights which such person may otherwise have to attend meetings of the Association, Council, State Committee or any Sub-Committee the appointment shall not of itself entitle the person so appointed to attend meetings of the Association, the Council, State Committee or Sub-Committee or deliberate or vote on any resolution or otherwise exercise any power or control of the Association, the Council, State Committee or such Sub-Committee.


(b)
Honorary Life Membership is to be awarded once a minimum of 75% of those present and eligible to vote at a properly convened meeting of the AASMB do so in favour of the nomination.

GENERAL MEETINGS

11.
The annual general meeting of the Association shall be held at a time or place to be determined by the Council within five months of the close of the financial year provided that the first annual general meeting shall be held within eighteen months of the incorporation of the Association.

12.1
The Council may convene a general meeting of the Association at any time subject to the provisions of the Code on the giving of at least fourteen (14) days notice to Members specifying the place day and hour of the meeting and in case of special business the general nature of that business shall be given to Members.  The meeting shall not be invalidated by the accidental omission to give notice of the meeting or the non-receipt of the notice by any Member.

12.2
Where the nature of business proposed to be dealt with at a general meeting requires a special resolution, the Council shall give at least twenty-one (21) days notice to Members of the matters required in 12.1 and also indicating that the proposed resolution is a special resolution.

13.
No business shall be conducted at any general meeting unless a quorum of Members is present.  A quorum for the meeting of the Association shall be three (3) Members present in person or by proxy.  If a quorum is not present within half an hour from the time appointed for the meeting –

(a)
where the meeting was convened upon the requisition of Members the meeting shall be dissolved;  or

(b)
in any other case the meeting stands adjourned to such day and at such time and place as the Members of Council determine.

14.
The President of the Council shall be the Chairman of each general meeting and in his absence the Vice-President of the Council shall be elected and in both their absence from the meeting a Chairman shall be elected by the meeting to preside and to act as Chairman at such meeting.

15.
Questions arising at any meeting other than questions of order shall be decided on a show of hands by a majority of the votes cast at the meeting.  In case of an equality of voting the Chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote.  PROVIDED THAT where a Member is appointed as proxy for another member or Members, the Member appointed as proxy by the absent Members shall be entitled to vote for the absent Member or Members.

16.
Each Member shall be entitled to appoint another Member as a proxy by notice given to the Secretary no later than 24 hours before the time of the Meeting in respect of which the proxy is appointed and shall be in the form annexed hereto and marked “A”.

COUNCIL

Appointment of Members of Council:

17.
Each of the first members of Council is the representative of a Member Association.

18.1
Subject to sub-articles (2) and (3) each Member Association may appoint up to two (2) natural persons as its representative on the Council.

18.2
The Stud Merino Breeders Association of Tasmania shall be entitled to appoint only one (1) natural person as its representative on the Council.

18.3
The Member Association represented by the President of the Council for the time being may appoint an additional natural person to the Council.

18.4
In addition to the above, the Immediate Past-President shall be a member of the Council for the year following the election of a new President.

18.5
Each appointment to the Council shall be made by the appointor by notice in writing to the Secretary.

19.
The Association may in general meeting by ordinary resolution of which special notice has been given remove any member of the Council whose Member Association may then appoint a replacement person to the Council in accordance with Article 18.

POWERS OF COUNCIL

20.
The management of the business and affairs of the Association and of its finances shall be vested in the Council which may exercise all such powers and discretions and do all such things as may be exercised or done by the Association and as are not expressly directed or required by the Articles or the Code to be exercised or done by the Association in general meeting.

BY-LAWS

21.
The Council may make by-laws binding on Members of the Association.  The said by-laws may be repealed or amended at any time by the Council in general meeting.

OFFICE-BEARERS

22.
The Council shall elect from amongst its members:

(a)
a President whose title shall be “President of The Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders’ Limited”;

(b)
a Vice-President.

23.
The Council shall appoint:

(a)
a Secretary whose duty it shall be to do all the secretarial work of the Council and to carry out such general duties as may be entrusted to him by the Council and whose salary shall be determined by the Council and paid by the Council out of the general revenue of the Association;

(b)
an Honorary Treasurer who need not be one of the representatives of a Member Association.

24.
No person shall occupy the office of President for more than three years in succession.

25.
The Secretary shall hold office for a term fixed by the Council not exceeding five years.

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL

26.1
The Council may meet, adjourn and regulate its proceedings when and as it thinks fit and without limitation may conduct a meeting by way of contemporaneous telephonic or audio-visual link-up.

26.2
The President of the Council shall be the Chairman of the meeting and in his absence from the meeting the Vice-President shall be the Chairman and in both their absence a Chairman shall be elected to preside and act as Chairman of such meeting.

27.
The President may at any time convene a meeting of the Council.  The President shall convene (or should he be absent or unwilling to do so, then the Secretary shall convene) a meeting of the Council if requested so to do by memorandum in writing signed by two or more members of the Council representing between them at least two Member Associations.

28.
Meetings of the Council shall be convened by notice in writing posted to each member at least fourteen (14) days before the date appointed for the meeting and each notice shall specify the time and place of the meeting and in the case of special business, the nature of such special business, PROVIDED THAT notice of a meeting may be waived or short notice may be agreed to by memorandum in writing signed by all members of the Council comprising at least one representative of each Member Association.

29.
A quorum for a meeting of the Council shall be at least five (5) members of the Council present in person or by proxy and representing between them at least three (3) Member Associations.

30.1
A member of the Council shall be entitled with the approval of the Council to appoint another natural person as an alternate during such period as he thinks fit.

30.2
An alternate member of Council is entitled to notice of meeting of the members, and, if the appointor is not present at such meeting, is entitled to attend and vote in his stead.

30.3
An alternate member may exercise any powers that the appointor may exercise in the exercise of any such power by the alternate Member shall be deemed to be the exercise of that power by the appointor.

30.4
If one or more of the members of Council representing a particular Member Association be absent, the member of Council present representing that Member Association may act as an alternate for the absent member and be entitled to vote for him accordingly.

31.
Questions arising at any meeting of Council shall be decided by a majority of the votes cast at the meeting.  In the case of an equality of votes the President shall have a second or casting vote.

32.
A resolution signed by all the members of Council shall be as valid and effectual as if it had been passed at a meeting of the Council duly convened and held.  Any such resolution may consist of several documents in like form each signed by one or more members.  Such resolution shall be deemed to have been passed on the day when the resolution was last signed or on the day that the last document was signed by a member.  Any of the documents referred to in this Article may take the form of a telex or facsimile transmission.

DELEGATION

33.
The Council may appoint from amongst its members such sub-committee as it may from time to time think fit and may:

(a)
at any time revoke any appointment so made or in any way alter the membership of any sub-committee;

(b)
delegate the functions of any sub-committee;  or

(c)
regulate or prescribe for the regulation of meetings of any such sub-committee.

34.
The Council may in relation to each Member Association delegate to the State Committee appointed in that State the whole or such of its functions, powers and discretions as the Council may from time to time determine.

35.
Each State Committee shall in all things be subject to the directions and control of the Council.

36.
Subject as aforesaid, each State Committee shall exercise in its own State such functions, powers and discretions as are from time to time delegated to it by the Council.

37.
Each State Committee shall comprise three or more committeemen appointed from the owners of registered flocks resident in the relative State and nominated as committeemen by the Member Association of that State.

38.
Each State Committee may make such arrangements as it may from time to time think fit with the corresponding Member Association of its State for the carrying out on behalf of such State Committee of all secretarial work and generally administer the affairs of the Flock Book in the State from time to time entrusted to the State Committee including the collection of fees and other revenue from Members and the disbursement of all moneys to be disbursed by the State Committee in accordance with the Articles.

39.
Each State Committee may meet adjourn and regulate its proceedings when and as it thinks fit.

40.
The State Committee may elect from one of their members a Chairman to preside and to act as Chairman at such meeting.

41.
A quorum for a meeting of a State Committee shall be determined by each Member Association.

42.
Questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by a majority of the votes cast at the meeting and in the case of an equality of votes the Chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote.

43.
Each State Committee shall appoint a State Secretary to do the secretarial work of that State Committee and to exercise such functions generally as may be entrusted to him by that State Committee.

44.
The salary of each State Secretary shall be determined by the State Committee by which he is appointed and shall be paid by that State Committee out of revenue collected by it pursuant to the Articles.

MINUTES

45.
The Association, Council and any sub-committee appointed by the Council and each State Committee shall keep its own Minute Book.

46.
The Minutes of the proceedings of each meeting shall be recorded in the appropriate Minute Book and be signed by the Chairman of the meeting or by the Chairman of the next succeeding meeting of the same Committee.

47.
Minutes so signed shall, in the absence of proof of error therein, be considered sufficient evidence of the facts therein stated.  The Minute Book shall be available to any Member, member of the Council or of the State Committee as the case may be at any time for perusal.

BANK ACCOUNT

48.1
The Council may open and maintain a banking account or banking accounts with such bankers and in such places as the Council may from time to time determine.

48.2
Each banking account may be operated upon the cheques in the name of the Association signed by any one member of the Council or the Honorary Treasurer and countersigned by the Secretary.

48.3
Cheques may be endorsed for collection through the banking account of the Association by any one or more members of the Council or by the Secretary.

NOTICES

49.
Any notice required or intended to be given shall be given in writing duly posted and properly addressed to the addressee at such address as may be furnished by him to the Secretary for that purpose or otherwise to the addressee’s last known address.

50.
Notices sent by post shall be deemed to be given when posted.

FLOCK BOOK

51.
The Association shall maintain a Flock Book in which shall be registered flocks of stud Merino sheep.

SEAL

52.1
The Council shall provide for safe custody of the Common Seal of the Association.

52.2
The Seal shall be used only by the authority of the Council or of a committee of the Council authorized by the members of the Council to authorize use of the Seal, and every document to which the Seal is affixed shall be signed by a member of the Council and be countersigned by another member of the Council, a Secretary or another person appointed by the member of the Council to countersign that document or a class of documents in which that document is included.

52.3
The Association may have for use in Tasmania, Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia and South Australia in place of its Common Seal one or more Official Seals and each of which shall be a facsimile of the Common Seal of the Association with the addition on its face of the name of any place where it is to be used.  The person affixing such an Official Seal shall in writing under his hand certify on the instrument to which it is affixed the date on which and the place at which it is affixed.

53.
These Articles may be altered or rescinded only by a special resolution of the Association.

WINDING UP

54.1
If the company is wound up, the liquidator may, with the sanction of a special resolution, divide among the Members in kind the whole or any part of the property of the company and may for that purpose set such value as he considers fair upon any property to be so divided.

54.2
The liquidator may, with the sanction of a special resolution, vest the whole or any part of any such property in trustees upon such trusts for the benefit of the contributories as the liquidator thinks fit.

INDEMNITY

55.
Every officer auditor or agent of the company shall be indemnified out of the property of the company against any liability incurred by him in his capacity as officer, auditor or agent in defending any proceedings, whether civil or criminal, in which judgment is given in his favour or in which he is acquitted or in connection with any application in relation to any such proceedings in which relief is under the Code’s granted to him by the Court.

Extract from the Rules Governing The Australian Stud Merino Flock Register (Flock Book) as from 3rd June 1967 as amended from time to time.

FLOCK COMMITTEES

1.1
The Flock Committee shall comprise:

(a)
the persons who for the time being are members of the Council; and

(b)
such persons not exceeding three in numbers as may be appointed by the New South wales Stud Merino Breeders’ Association Limited.

1.2
The appointment by the New South Wales Stud Merino Breeders’ Association Limited to the Flock Book Committee and any revocation of any such appointment shall be evidenced by a letter addressed to the Secretary by the Secretary of the relative Association notifying such appointment or revocation.

2.
Subject to such directions as may from time to time be given by the Council the Flock Committee shall:

(a)
receive all applications for registration of flocks of Merino stud sheep;

(b)
collect and receive all returns from registered owners and other data required by the rules or by the Council to be furnished in respect of stud Merino flocks;

(c)
generally administer the affairs of the flock register and ensure the due observance of the regulations;

(d)
exercise such functions and perform such duties as may from time to time be conferred or imposed upon it by the Council.

REGISTRATION OF A MERINO FLOCK

3.
An owner of Merino sheep may apply to have his flock registered in the Flock Book provided that such sheep:

(a)
have been purchased by him as registered Merino sheep from a registered Merino flock or

(b)
have been bred by the applicant from Merino sheep purchased as aforesaid.

4.       (a)
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein contained each Member Association may at any time and from time to time fix within its own State the minimum number of Merino sheep which shall comprise a flock eligible for registration in the Flock Book.

(b)
A flock shall not be eligible for registration in the Flock Book unless it comprises not less than the minimum number of Merino sheep as determined from time to time by the Members’ Association of the State in which such flock is situate.


(Unless otherwise decided the minimum number of ewes will be fifty (50) in all States except Victoria, where it will be twenty-five (25).)

5.
Any such application shall be made in writing in the prescribed form to the State Committee of the State in which the said flock is situated.

6.
Subject to Rule 8 the application for registration of a flock in the Flock Book may be accepted or rejected by the State Committee and it shall not be called upon to assign any reason for any rejection.

7.
Every application for registration of a flock in the Flock Book shall state:

(a)
the brief history of the flock;

(b)
from whom the flock was obtained or originally derived;

(c)
the period during which the applicant has owned and has been in possession of the flock;

(d)
the number of ewes originally purchased or acquired by the applicant from registered flocks and from which the same were purchased or acquired;

(e)
the number of ewes (if any) bred by him from ewes purchased or acquired from a registered flock, during the period commencing on the thirty-first day of December next preceding the date of application and the date of application;

(f)
particulars of all ewes added to the flock from other registered flocks since the flock’s inception;

(g)
particulars (including breeding) of all rams being used in the flock at date of application and all rams previously used in the flock.

8.
No flock will be eligible for registration in the Flock Book unless and until it has been approved for that purpose by the Council and by the State Committee of the State in which such flock is situated.

9.
A registered owner must be a member of one of the sheep breeding Associations which is a member of the Association.

REGISTRATION FEES

10.
Each owner shall in respect of each flock of which he is the registered owner, pay such registration fee as may from time to time be determined by the State Committee of the State in which such flock is situated.

11.
The Council may accept or reject in whole or part or may re-edit any description or information supplied for publication.

12.
The Council may make such change as it thinks fit against the registered owner of a flock for the publication in the Flock Book of a description of or information relating to such flock.

STUD NAME

13.
Every person registering a flock in the Flock Register shall forthwith apply to the Council for the registration of the stud name acceptable to the Council.

14.
The Council shall not register any stud name:

(a)
which is identical with another stud name or so closely resembles such other stud name as to be likely to deceive, or

(b)
which is similar to a name or word generally recognized throughout the pastoral industry and which the Council considers unsatisfactory for use as a stud name, or

(c)
which by reason of its association or otherwise the Council considers, if registered, might be misleading or to be contrary to the general interests of the Council or of its members.

(d)
Should any owner of a Merino Flock registered in the Flock Book desire to change his stud name a fee as may from time to time be determined by the Council will be charged.  Such fee will not be applicable if the history of the stud has not already appeared in a Flock Book.

(e)
PROVIDED ALWAYS; that in respect of a name which has ceased to be registered as such name:

(i)
that the stud name may, at the discretion of the Flock Book Committee be re-registered as a stud name by its immediate past registered owner within ten (10) years of such cessation.  At the expiration of that period, the past owner shall cease to have any preferential right to re-registration.

(ii)
the Flock Book Committee within the said period with the past owner’s consent, or upon the expiration of that period without such consent may if it so thinks fit, permit the registration of that name or (subject to paragraph (a) above) some similar name by some other owner.

TRANSFER OF STUD NAMES

15.
The registered stud name may be transferred only with the approval of the Council and then only if expressly approved in writing by the registered owner to a person who has acquired the whole or substantially the whole (being 75% or more) of the Merino flock of such registered owner.

DISPOSITION OF STUD MERINOS

16.
Each registered owner of a flock shall furnish to the State Committee full particulars of all sheep sold, leased or otherwise disposed of by him as stud sheep from his registered flock, and

(a)
the particulars shall be such as are from time to time required by the Council and shall include –

(i)
the breeding and description (including sex and age) of the sheep disposed of;

(ii)
the name and address of the person to whom such sheep have been disposed of;

(iii)
the date when such sheep were delivered to the disponee;

(iv)
the nature of the disposition, that is to say whether the disposition is by sale, lease, gift or otherwise and in case of lease or of any disposition other than by way of absolute transfer the particulars of such disposition;

(v)
the registered owner shall furnish to the disponee such certificates as determined by the State Association of which he is a member;

(b)
sheep culled from a registered flock shall be deemed to have been sold as culls from the flock and shall be ineligible for registration or use as stud sheep.

17.
All particulars furnished pursuant to Rules shall be verified by the Statutory Declaration of the registered owner of the flock.

18.
Where sheep other than culled sheep are disposed of from a registered flock:

(a)
to another member (hereinafter called ‘the transferee’) the transferee shall furnish to the Council full particulars of the sheep so acquired by him and the particulars shall correspond with those required to be furnished by the registered owner pursuant to the Rules;

(b)
to a person who is not a member the sheep shall not be eligible for registration as a flock nor shall any flock comprising such be eligible for registration:

(i)
unless and until all particulars of the disposition have been furnished pursuant to the Rules;

(ii)
if the sheep are expressed by the registered owner to have been disposed of as culled sheep;

(c)
the particulars required to be furnished by the registered owner pursuant to the Rules shall be furnished by him on or before the next succeeding date prescribed for furnishing his Annual Return pursuant to the Rules.

SHEEP CULLED FROM REGISTERED FLOCK

19.
Notwithstanding anything contained in the regulations the owner of a registered flock who culls sheep from that flock and disposes of the sheep so culled shall not be required to furnish any return or notice of disposal in relation to such disposition.

20.
If any such sheep are admitted to a registered flock contrary to the regulations the flock shall ipso facto be liable to deregistration.

CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION FROM FLOCK BOOK

21.
The Council may deregister a flock and remove it from the Flock Book if:

(a)
the owner fails to lodge his annual Flock Return in respect of any calendar year before the thirty-first day of March next succeeding the end of that year;

(b)
if the registered owner fails to pay his membership or any registration fees or other money payable to him to the Flock Book within sixty (60) days of being required by the Secretary in writing to make such payment;

(c)
if the registered owner of the flock fails to furnish any particulars or information or any statutory declaration required to be furnished by or pursuant to the regulations or if any information or particulars furnished by such owner are found to be false.

22.
Before the Council shall deregister any flock or delete from the Flock Book any matter published therein concerning an individual flock or the owner thereof the Council shall through the Secretary inform the State Secretary of all relevant information within the knowledge of the Council.


The State Secretary shall forthwith notify in writing the owner of the proposed action to be taken by the Council and request the owner to furnish within 60 days such information and such reasons as the owner may think fit to avoid the action so proposed by the Council and all such information and reasons shall be supported by the Statutory Declaration of the owner and/or by the Statutory Declaration of one or more other persons if the information is within the knowledge of such one or more other persons.

ANNUAL RETURNS

23.     (a)
Every owner of a registered flock shall submit in writing to the Secretary in respect of each calendar year ending the thirty-first day of December the Annual Flock Return in the form prescribed for that purpose by the Council and containing the information which the form indicates as being required.

(b)
If the owner of a registered flock transfers, pursuant to the Rules of the Member Association of the State in which such flock is situate, flock sheep bred by him to his registered flock the Annual Return shall be accompanied by a Statutory Declaration made by such owner that the sheep so transferred are of similar breeding to those comprised in his registered flock.

24.
The Annual Return for each calendar year shall be furnished to the Secretary not later than the thirty-first day of January next succeeding the close of that year.

25.
Any owner of a registered flock who fails to furnish his Annual Return in respect of any year before the twenty-eighth day of February, shall pay to the Secretary a fine as may from time to time be determined by the Council.


(N.B. – The conditions of this Rule may be varied by the co-operating Associations provided that no return will be accepted after the thirty-first day of March in any year without the recommendation of the State Committee concerned).

26.
An Annual Return in respect of any calendar year shall not be accepted if lodged after the thirty-first day of March next succeeding the end of such year except with the consent of the Council and then only upon such conditions as the Council shall impose; until otherwise determined by the Council an Annual Return shall not be accepted after the said thirty-first day of March unless the owner of the flock shall pay:

(a)
an amount equivalent to his Annual Subscription in addition to his Annual Subscription, and

(b)
all registration fees, and

(c)
a fine as may from time to time be determined by the Council.

PROVIDED THAT any or all of these penalties may be reduced by the Council upon the recommendation of the State Committee for the State in which such flock is situated if upon the facts disclosed to such State Committee the latter thinks fit to so recommend.

STUD RECORDS

27.
Every owner of a registered flock shall keep proper records of his stud breeding activities and in particular shall keep such records as may from time to time be prescribed by the Rules or by the Council and all such records shall be open for inspection by any person authorized by the Council or by the State Committee of the State in which the flock is situated and any such person shall be at liberty to take such copies thereof or extracts therefrom as he may think fit.

RETURNS AND INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY

28.
Annual Returns and all other matter required by the Rules to be furnished to the Council by the owner of a registered flock may be furnished either to the Secretary or to the State Secretary of the State Committee for the State in which such flock is situated.

29.
Each officer and each member of the Council shall be entitled to indemnity out of the funds of the Association and to be indemnified by the members jointly against all loss and liability bona fide and properly incurred in the carrying out of their functions on behalf of the Association.  All members of a State Committee shall be likewise indemnified out of the funds of the State Committee in respect of all acts done bona fide and properly in carrying out his duties.

ALTERATION TO RULES

30.
The members of the Council may by a Resolution carried by not less than three-fourths of the members present and voting either in person or by proxy amend the Rules for the time being in force whether by alteration, addition or amendment in such manner as the Meeting may think fit PROVIDED THAT any such proposed amendment shall be regarded as special business and notice thereof shall be given accordingly to each member in the notice concerning the Meeting.  

EXONERATION OF OFFICE-BEARERS AND MEMBERS

31.
No member of the Association and no member of the Council or of any Committee and/or other person holding office shall be liable at the instance of any other member of the Association by reason of any omission on the part of the member Councillor or Committeeman or Officer done or purporting to be done in good faith in accordance with the Rules or By-Laws thereunder or in the exercise of any direction or function be entrusted to him by or under the Rules.

POLL MERINO STANDARDS

32.
The following definitions will apply as standards to be observed when Poll Merinos are exhibited at Shows or offered for sale as stud poll sheep.

(a)
For a ram to be classed as a Poll Merino ram it must:

(i)
be sired by a Merino ram or Poll Merino ram out of a Merino ewe or a Poll Merino ewe, and

(ii)
have a concavity in the bone of the skull on the horn site.  A bone knob or small scur may be set in the concavity of the skull.  (Note:  A scur is a horny growth not attached to the frontal bone.)

(iii)
not have a scur or bone knob either of which measures more than 25 mm in diameter across the widest part of its base.

(b)
For a ewe to be classed as a Poll Merino ewe it must:

(i)
be sired by a Merino or Poll Merino ram out of a Merino or Poll Merino ewe;

(ii)
have a concavity in the bone of the skull on the horn site, and

(iii)
have no sign of any horn growth or bone knob set in the concavity.

